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The Harvest Moon and autumn

September is the month of both autumn, and inventory.

its herald, the lovely Harvest Moon, the last full Have you done everything you wanted to in
moon before the autumnal equinox. 2008? You have three more months to complete
The Harvest Moon on September 15 will your list!
offer some extra light in the earlier evenings of You know, if home buying was one of the
September. things on your mind in Ja

So, in September, we start to think about the help you make 2008 your year for new homeown-
year ending. Just a few months to go until we ership. Call me and check off another resolution.
say goodbye to 2008 and Onhe@®pReatymelLCt6b822085R e s o me

Dream the dream: You can own a home

f you are thinking of buying a home, you might be ment. In the current climate, most lenders will ask you
confused about the many issues in the news from to bring some cash to the table in a mortgage deal.

mortgage rates to mortgage bills in Congress. Third, find a house you love but can also afford.

But the fundamentals of buying a home really have- One path to financial freedom is to buy a modest house
nét changed and, in fact, t her endduildequity. When you decide to
new incentives on the horizon that move up, you can sell your house and
should make home buying more take a large chunk of the money from the
attractive than ever. sale and apply it to your new home. Your

There are plenty of homes on the payment is lower while you live better.
market in every price range and if It ds t he -igfashidn,wayad way s
you want one of them, you need live.
only do what generations of people Congress is also planning some incen-
have done. You just have to pay tives for new home buyers. It appears
attention to these basics: first-time home buyers will get a tax

First, cultivate good credit by credit of 10 percent of the purchase price
prudent living. Pay your bills and of a home up to $8,000. That means in the
pay them on time. Use credit spar- year you purchase a new home, your tax
ingly. bill could be reduced up to $8,000. How-

I f you do this, youdll earn a egeo thacreditis nota pure gift. Home-

credit score, which is crucial to getting a good interest  owners apparently will be asked to pay back the credit
rate. Research shows that many consumers believe thatduring a 15 year period. Each year, they will be re-
they have to have a high income to have a high credit quired to repay a little more than 6.5 percent of the tax
score, but that's not true. In fact, income isirrelevantto cr edi t . That 6s just over $'
your credit score. Your credit score is a rating based on credit. Homeowners will not qualify for the credit if

how well you live up to your obliga- they sell the home in the first year.

tions, pay your bills and use your credit. To be classified as a firime homeowner, you must

Secondsave money for a down pay-  not have owned a home in three years

From the people who brought you little robots that run around the
GUtter and carpet sucking up dirt, soon to come is the lawn robot. Natch. Patents
. are pending.
Iawn rObOtS' In the meantime, there is one that will clean your gutters and an-
They come. otherthat will suck up sawdust from your shop. There is also a visiting
robot so you dondt actually have



