
Enjoying summer, planning ahead 

 I hope you are enjoying this lovely, warm 

August and that youôve had plenty of opportuni-

ties to relax and refresh this summer. 

 This is the last full month of summer before 

autumn comes near the end of September.  

 Just as spring is the time to clean up and 

clean out, late summer is a great time to start 

thinking about where and how you will spend the 

fall and winter. If you are thinking about buying a 

house, remember mortgage rates appear to be 

rising over the long term (see page 2) and housing 

supply is slowly shaking out. 

 Call us if buying (or selling) is on your mind 

this year!   One Stop Realty, LLC  615-822-0750 

Curb appeal gains new importance 
in the real estate market 

I 
f you are thinking of home improvements that 

will offer the best return 

when you sell your home, 

you may want to wait before 

updating the kitchen or adding a 

new bath. 

 Your greatest return on dollars 

invested now could be for increas-

ing a home's curb appeal. Wall 

Street Journal advisors say your 

goal should be to make the outside 

of the house look really great so 

people fall in love with it before 

they even step out of the car. 

 Freshly painted trim and new 

hardware also help a home show 

well. And landscaping, including 

well-manicured trees and shrubs, 

can help older homes compete in 

the marketplace. 

 New windows, doors and siding are more expensive 

improvements but make homes look well-attended. 

They also help make homes more energy effi-

cient, which is a factor with today's high energy costs. 

 During the housing boom, kitchen and 

bath projects brought a 90 percent return on 

investment when the home was sold. That's 

not true anymore. Now the return is about 

70 percent. 

 Remodeling activity peaked in 2006, de-

clined in 2007, and is expected to decline by 

4.8 percent through 2008, according to the 

Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies. 

 If a remodeling project makes a home 

stand out from others in a similar price 

range, it might still be a good idea. But be-

ware of remodeling on the cheap. 

 Inferior cabinets and poor workmanship 

won't fool buyers. Home searchers aren't 

making snap decisions in these times. 

They're taking their time and paying more 

attention to value. 

 That being said, go back to improving the 

appearance of your home from the outside. 

Potted flowers, trimmed bushes, and an edged lawn are 

less-expensive projects that give buyers that all-

important, positive first impression. 
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One Stop Realty, LLC    815 W Main St    Hendersonville, TN    615-822-0750 

budget, if accidents can be avoided. 

 Digital timers for $35 and up can be programmed 

to start and stop on schedule. The newest water sav-

ing devices include the Meinor AquaSentry with 

AquaTimer for $60. It checks soil moisture before 

turning off the water. Search online for 'water timers' 

or 'hose timers.' Basic styles cost about $15. 

 Ever leave the hose running for just a minute 

while you run in the house?  And then discover it 

still running two hours later? 

 You can prevent that accident by watering re-

sponsibly with a water timer. Typically a hose 

funnels 380 to 600 gallons of water every hour.  

Think of the savings to resources, and your 

Alarmed that the hose was left on? Try a hose timer 


